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CONFIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 03722 

SECDEF FOR ISA; CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, ANZUS, NZ, US 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PRESS GUIDANCE 

1 . A NEW ZEALAND PRESS ASSOCIATION STORY IN THE 
DOMINION, WELLINGTON, JULY 19, STATES AS FOLLOWS: 

- "THE UNITED STATES WILL PRESS NEW ZEALAND FOR A 
GREATER CONTRIBUTION TO ANZUS DIPLOMATIC SOURCES IN 
CANBERRA SAID YESTERDAY. 

- "IT IS UNDERSTOOD THE UNITED STATES HAS ALREADY 
WARNED AUSTRALIA OF THE INTENDED REQUEST TO NEW ZEALAND. 

- "THE SOURCES SAID IT CAME AT A DIFFICULT TIME FOR 
NEW ZEALAND. 

- "THOUGH THE GOVERNMENT HAD INCREASED ITS DEFENCE 
BUDGET FOR 1978-79, THE PRIME MINISTER, MR. ROBERT 
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MULDOON, WANTED TO LOWER DEFENCE SPENDING, THE SOURCES 
SAID. 

- "HE HAD SENT HIS DEFENCE MINISTER, MR. MCCREADY, 

TO SINGAPORE EARLIER THIS YEAR SEEKING PERMISSION FOR 
THE NEW ZEALAND BATTALION BASED THERE TO BE ALLOWED TO 
STAY. 
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- "THE SOURCES SAID MR. MULDOON BELIEVED IT WAS 
CHEAPER TO KEEP THE BATTALION OVERSEAS RATHER THAN BUILD 
NEW FACILITIES AT HOME." 

2. WE HAVE ANSWERED INITIAL PRESS QUERIES WITH NO 
COMMENT. PLEASE PROVIDE PRESS GUIDANCE. 

3. SINCE PRIME MINISTER MULDOON IS SENSITIVE ABOUT 
CRITICISM OF HIS GOVERNMENT S BUDGETING FOR DEFENSE 
PURPOSES, WE ALSO NEED TO HAVE BACKGROUND WHICH WILL 
ENABLE US TO DISCUSS THIS STORY WITH HIM. 

SELDEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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